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REPORT OF TEE CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of an Accident Involvang Aircraft
Durang a Cross-country Practice Flaght

Turns at 50 feet altitude, followed by a stall, resulted in e crash
inflicting ecritreal injuries on Student Filot Dee Reese, Jr., age 26, of
Corpus Christi, Texas. The accident occurred about 12:30 pe.m. on ey 18,
19l);, three miles northwest of Folfurrias, Texas,

The pilot's flying experience could not be definitely determined.
A new log book, with the first entry Aprail 3, 19));, indicated he had
rece1ved approxamately five hours dual and had flown nine hours solo from
April 3 to the tame of the accident. Mrs. Reese stated she believed her
husband hed flown about L5 solo hours. The aircraft, o Piper s,
NC 27809, owmed by H. L. Hartwig of Sen Antonio, Texas, received extensive
demage .

Reese took off about 8:30 a.,m. from Bexar County Airport at San
intonio, Texas, for a cross-country flaght. At approximately 12:50 p.ms
the aireraft was observed at the field where the accident cccurred, a
30-aere lsvel field suiteble for landing. Witncsses said Reesc dragged
the f1eld at a height estamated as 15 fcet, then made a normal landing,
He had expected to meset Gene Hurst of Corpus Christi, Texas, his half=-
brother, but when he found Hurst had not arrived, he toock off again.
Imediately after the take-off, Hurst's car approached the field along =
sountry road from the north. Reese ciarcled and came back over the
field, flyxng east into a 20 mep.h. wand at about 50 feet altitude. At
a point near the center of the field, he started a left turn put after
turning approximately 90°, the aircraft fell out of the turn and struck
the ground nose first.

Investigation disclosed power wes being develcped at the time of
impact. Witnesses said the engine sounded as though 1t were operating

norrally.

The prcbebls bhuse of-this ascident-was.arsbell during.e turatat.an
altitude so low recovery could not be eiffected,
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